
Dear BioNova® Partners &
Customers,

You might be on vacation at the moment, but 
we hope you have the chance to read our 
BioNova® Newsletter anyway. We have collected 
lots of interesting topics and beautiful pictures 
from all over the world.

 
First, we will present our BioNova® Project of the 
Month. It's a Natural Swimming Pool (NSP) in Germany 
built by our experienced Partner, Niklas Sobotta. 
He sent us some pictures of the NSP which was recently 
finished in July.

 
Second, we will introduce you to our Romanian Partner, 
Lucian Olaru, who is very involved with representing 

BioNova® in his home country. Mr. Olaru recently discussed the first BioNova® NSP in Romania in an 
interview on Romanian TV!
 
In this Newsletter, we will feature an NSP with a hot tub built by our Swiss Partner, Oliver Egli. You will 
also hear more about the conversion of a traditional swimming pool in the French village Sète into a 
BioNova® NSP.
 
Our BioNova® August Newsletter will be rounded out with a natural looking NSP in Wels, Austria. 
This project was completed in 1999 and is featured in the BioNova® History section of the Newsletter.
 
 
 
Enjoy reading!
 
Rainer Grafinger, Christine Schoeck, 
Andrea Enseleit, Stephanie & Jusuf Rifatov

www.bionova.de 
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Project of the Month
 

The BioNova® Project of the Month 
in August is located in the town of 
Werl (North Rhine-Westphalia), Germany. 
The one-pot BioNova® NSP was built by 
German Partner, Niklas Sobottoa of Garten- 
und Landschaftsbau in Niedenstein, Germany.

 
The rectangular swimming basin is 4 m wide 
and 9 m long (388 sq ft) and sealed with a liner. 
The shallow end is about 1.25 m (4 ft) deep and 
the deep end is 2 m (6.5 ft) deep. The swimming 
area and regeneration zone each have their own 
pump.

 
The water is cleaned biologically in the 35 sq m (377 sq ft) regeneration zone. There are two surface 
skimmers which bring water to the BioNova® fine filter before being circulated back through the 
regeneration zone. This zone is separated from the swimming area by a concrete wall which ends right 
below the surface of the water. There is also a 15 sq m (161 sq ft) deep-water area located in the 
regeneration zone where underwater plants can grow.
 
This NSP is designed to be very modern and will be enjoyed by the owners for a long time.
 
 
 
 
 

www.bionova.de
Bionova 2013 © 

http://www.sciaiani.it/


BioNova® Family
 

We would like to present to you our 
BioNova ® Partners from Romania. 
Perlamex of Alba Iulia has been 
representing BioNova® for four years.
CEO Lucian Olaru and his eight employees 
have been building traditional chlorinated 
swimming pools since 2006. He also sells 
equipment, fiberglass pools, and services for all 
types of swimming facilities.
His interest in biologically cleaned water started 
because he wanted to offer his customers the 
luxury of chemical-free swimming. After some 
research he found BioNova® and met with Global 
CEO Rainer Grafinger, after which he quickly 
decided to become a Partner.
With enthusiasm and dedication, Lucian Olaru is 
now working to share the benefits of BioNova® 

NSPs with his countrymen. Since the concept of 
biological bathing is still relatively unknown in Romania, he must raise awareness and understanding of 
the technology.
 
Their first project, a beautiful swimming pond, has already come to fruition in Alba Iulia. A Romanian 
television station reported on the BioNova® NSP. Please click here if you are interested in viewing the 
television report! Also, feel free to browse the website where you will find many beautiful images: 
http://www.bionova.ro/index.html
 
Although the Romanian market for NSPs has been slow to develop, we are certain that Lucian Olaru 
will soon be able to implement many other projects in his home country.
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Upcoming events
 

"Erdapfelfest" - September, 2013, Mettingen, Germany 
BioNova® Partner Peter Stockreiter from Germany will take part at the "Erdapfelfest"in Mettingen, 
Germany. There's still no exact date for this event. Contact: info@stockreiter.de 

Niederbayern-Schau - Sept 29-Oct 6, 2013, Landshut, Germany 
The BioNova® Partner Company Högl & Mandlmeyer will take part at the 24th Niederbayern-Schau at Landshut. 
Please visit www.kinold.de for further information.

 
Aquanale - Oct 22-25, 2013 - Cologne, Germany
BioNova® will be represented at the Aquanale International Trade Fair in Cologne. Come see us in Hall 10.1. 
We look forward to seeing you there!

 7th International Congress of Natural Bathing Water - Oct 23-25, 2013 - Bregenz, Austria
The 7th International Congress of Natural Bathing Water and Trade Fair is organized under the patronage of the IOB by the 
Austrian Association of Swimming Pond Builders this year. It is dedicated to quality and quality control in Swimming Pond 
Construction. Please email info@bionova.de for more information.

World Aquatic Health Conference - Oct 16-17, 2013 - Indianapolis, IN, USA
James Robyn and Dr. Lisa Brooks will be speaking at the World Aquatic Health Conference in Indianapolis on October 16-17. 
They will conduct a four-hour seminar on Natural Swimming Pools under the auspices of the Genesis 3 Design Group to the 
scientific community and a quick one-hour seminar to other Conference attendees the following day.
 

International Pool|Spa|Patio Expo - Nov 12-14, 2013 - Las Vegas, NV, USA
Our US Partners, BioNova® Natural Pools, will exhibit and speak at this important annual event. They will 
have a booth in the Genesis 3 Pavilion and give a presentation on Natural Swimming Pools. For more 

information, please contact alan@bionovanaturalpools.com.

ASLA Annual Meeting and Expo - Nov 16-17, 2013 - Boston, MA, USA
BioNova® Natural Pools will once again exhibit at the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) Annual Meeting
and Expo. This year the Expo is in Boston, MA. Come see our US Partners at booth #1455. For more information, please 
contact alan@bionovanaturalpools.com.

Greenbuild Expo 2013 - Nov 20-21, 2013 - Philadelphia, PA, USA
BioNova® will have two booths at the Greenbuild Expo 2013 in Philadelphia, PA. Our US Partners will be at 
booth #725 and BioNova® Global will be in the Bavarian pavilion at booth #3421. For more information, 
please contact alan@bionovanaturalpools.com.
 

Canadian Pool & Spa Conference and Expo - Dec 4-5, 2013 - 
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada
BioNova® Natural Pools will be present at this exhibition in Niagara Falls. You can find 

us at booth #827. For more information about the event please visit: www.poolandspaexpo.ca.
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Summer Time - Time for Gnats
 

Is there anything in this world that is more 
enjoyable than spending a summer evening in a 
Natural Swimming Pool? We enjoy the slowly 
approaching dusk, the sparkling of the day’s last 
sunbeams on the water, sitting under a canopy of 
stars by candlelight, and listening to the chirping of the crickets 
and the croaking of the frogs.

 
But, there is one small insect that may disrupt peaceful outdoor 

moments: the gnat. The gnat is the enemy of grill parties and evenings in the garden, and they are 
nearly everywhere in summer time. 
 
Since gnats breed in water, it’s no wonder our customers worry that an NSP would attract even more of 
them. Don’t worry! An NSP will not increase the gnat population in your garden. In fact, if the ecology of 
the NSP is in balance there will be many natural predators like frogs, dragonflies, and green lacewings to 
feed on gnats and their larvae.
 
Researchers have found another valuable inhabitant of the NSP who helps to lower the number of 
gnats: a small aquatic crustacean called daphnia. We have reported about daphnia a few times in 
previous Newsletters. Daphnia are very important for the ecological balance in the NSP. They feed on 
algae and also consume the same nutrients as the gnat larvae. Studies have verified that because of 
the competition for food, gnats and daphnia can’t colonize the same body of water successfully.
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An NSP with a Hot Tub
 

BioNova® Partner Oliver Egli of Switzerland 
built a very special NSP that also includes a hot 
tub! The NSP is located right in front of the 
house’s terrace. It is separated into 4 areas. There
is a rectangular concrete basin for swimming, a 
regeneration zone decorated with boulders and river 
gravel, a small hot tub, and one additional 
regeneration zone which is completely separate from 
the NSP.

 
It takes only one hour to heat the water in the hot tub 
up to 34˚ C (93.2˚ F). When the water is not in use it 

flows over into the swimming area and warms the water 
there. Theoretically, the NSP can be used nearly the whole year long. The separate regeneration zone 
is adorned with diverse water plants so it looks like a small ornamental garden pond.
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Converting a Chlorinated Swimming Pool to NSP
 

BioNova® not only offers its customers 
design, planning, and construction services 
for new Natural Swimming Pools, we also have 
the ability to convert an existing chemically
-treated swimming pool into a 100% biologically 
filtered system. We want to illustrate how this can 
be done by providing an example of a BioNova® 
conversion project in Sète, France.

 
The 55 sq m (592 sq ft) concrete swimming basin is
lined with tiles, and this area was preserved during 
the conversion. Much of the plumbing was also kept 

the same and was modified in places to accommodate 
the BioNova® fine filter. A 45 sq m (484 sq ft) regeneration 
zone was constructed in a separate basin 2 m (6.5 ft) below the water level in the swimming area.
 
This NSP has now been in operation for several years, and the owner stated that the water quality is 
unbeatable! However, he commented that the NSP does need a bit more care than a traditional 
chemically-treated swimming pool. Like a terrestrial garden, the plants in the regeneration zone 
require attention. Twice a year, in autumn and spring, the water garden should go through a 
“clean sweep” where plants are pruned, weeds eradicated, and debris removed. Also, the tiles and the 
grout in the pool must be brushed from time to time to prevent the formation of deposits.
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BioNova® History
 

In 1999, BioNova® Germany built this natural 
looking NSP in Wels, Austria. Surprisingly, there 
is very little technology installed at this NSP. The 
swimming area and the regeneration area share 
one basin which was a very popular method of 
construction at the time.

 
The water surface is huge! The NSP is about 
2.5 m (8.2 ft) deep and looks like a natural lake. 
The trees in the surrounding landscape complement 
the natural beauty of the NSP.

 
This looks very beautiful, but the trees do present a small challenge for the NSP’s owner. He must take 
care that the leaves from the trees don’t sink to the bottom of the NSP, so he puts a net above the NSP 
from late summer to the end of autumn.
 
Why is it so important to keep leaves out of the NSP? If leaves are left at the bottom of the pool they will 
slowly decompose and bring excess nutrients to the water. In the following spring, this will lead to an 
oversupply of food for single-celled organisms and cause an algae bloom.


