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Project of the month
Our Project of the Month this March is located 
in Australia. In the sunny city of Perth, long-time 
BioNova Partner Peter Watson (Paz & Watson) 
built a biological bathing paradise with 2 BioNova 
Natural Pools for a private customer. The 2 Natu-
ral Pools are on the front side of the house while 
the 60 square meter-sized Regeneration Area is 
located in the back yard. With this approach, the 
planner took advantage of the BioNova Pool 
Building Method for the total separation of the 
Swimming and the Regeneration Areas. 

According to the usual BioNova protocol, the 
water is skimmed off of the water surface. 
The overflow gutters, hidden in the margin, 
are natural stone. As the Natural Pools are 
large-scaled, 3 BioNova fine filters are 
integral to the system. The water 
circulation is run by solar pumps, so 
that the costs for electricity are
reduced. 

Dear BioNova Partners 
& Customers,

Springtime‘s finally here and the gardening season begins. Those who don’t want to spend 
their summer in crowded public swimming pools or flooded gravel pits, but rather in the 
privacy of their own gardens, should begin planning their NSP or biological Pool now. To help 
our customers with the design process we‘ll present some beautiful BioNova NSPs in this month‘s 
Newsletter. The BioNova Project of the Month is located in Australia, and we‘ll feature a BioNova 
Partner Company from Luxembourg in detail. To show you the advantages of BioNova NSPs, 
everyone can learn about the 2-Pot Building Method.   Last but not least, we‘ll present a BioNova 
Project that proves the BioNova Projects also work in the long term: We‘ll present you the Public 
NSP of the Bavarian village Rotthalmünster. 
Enjoy reading!

Your BioNova Global Head Office Team

Rainer Grafinger, Christine Schoeck, Andrea Enseleit, Stephanie & Jusuf Rifatov
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The BioNova Family

At this point we want to present to 
you the BioNova Partner Company 
Plantations Weisen sarl from Wickrange 
(Luxembourg). 

The company was founded on October 1st, 
1988 by René Weisen, who still acts as com-
pany manager. At the moment the company 
has 22 employees. They offer all yard work 
and maintenance. In addition they offer buil-
ding dry walls, ponds, raised beds, pavement, 
terraces, and fences. 

When René Weisen visited a fair at Cologne, he 
learned of the idea of building Natural Swimming 
Pools at Luxembourg. He also became acquain-
ted with the BioNova System there and as he saw 

good business opportunities at his home country he decided to become a member of the BioNova family 
in 2002. His company was one of the first that offered Natural Swimming Pools at Luxembourg at that 
time. The company‘s typical design varies from very natural to strict architectural but surely his BioNova 
Projects are always the highlight of the garden. Everybody who‘s interested can find more information at 
the company‘s homepage (www.plantations.lu). Plantations Weisen sarl also organized a special event 
in May: They‘ll open their doors for all interested customers. Everybody is welcome to learn more about 
NSPs and even visit some local ones. 
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April
Gardening & Landscaping Show Bamberg 
April 26 - October 7, 2012, Bamberg (Germany)
BioNova Partner Rainer Bewersdorff designed a special theme garden where he presents BioNova Natural Pools at the 
communal gardening show at Bamberg. This will give all visitors a better understanding of Natural Swimming Pools and will 
show them the advantages of NSPs. To find more information please visit: www.lgs-bamberg.de

May
Day of Open Doors
May 05-06, 2012, Wickrange (Luxembourg) 
BioNova Partner René Weisen invites all interested people to come to the „Day of Open Doors“ at his company.  For more 
information please visit: www.plantations.lu or contact the company by email: weisenre@pt.lu

BioNova Natural Pools OneDaySeminar
May 8, 2012, Newark New Jersey USA
Learn about BioNova Natural Pools from James Robyn, CEO of BioNova Natural Pools for North America.  Topics will include 
NSP design and constructions, water chemistry and algae control, microbiology standards, and maintenance.  This Seminar 
is approved for 6 Credit Hours by the ASLA Landscape Architecture Continuing Education System.  
Refer to http://www.bionovanaturalpools.com/upcoming-onedayseminars.html for details.

Gartenfest Wilhelmsthal 
May 17 - 20,2012, Kassel-Calden (Germany)
BioNova Partner Niklas Sobotta will present BioNova NSPs at this exhibition - stop by, it‘s worth it!

Action Weekend
May, 18 - 20, 2012, Information Center Gardening & Landscaping Show Bamberg (Germany)
At this weekend in May, BioNova Partner Rainer Bewersdorff puts a very interesting question up for 
discussion at the Information Center of the Gardening & Landscaping Show Bamberg: NSP or Swimming 
Pool? Anyone who wants to hear about the several advantages and disadvantages should not miss to visit 
this event!
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Dates 2012
Training events, fairs, meetings – we’ve got a lot going on with the BioNova Family!  
Review the following to see where the next activities of the BioNova Global Head Office and 
the BioNova Partners will take place:
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Two-pot building method

As its name implies, the BioNova Two-pot Building 
Method consists of 2 spatially and structurally sepa-
rated areas: the Regeneration and Swimming zones 
are located at two different places.  This guarantees 
a very stable water quality even under difficult con-
ditions. Heated NSPs, NSPs in very warm climate zo-
nes, or highly-frequented public pools should always 
be built according to this building method. 

It‘s up to the customer to select the Two-Pot Buil-
ding Method with a partially or completely separa-
ted regeneration zone. The advantage of a partially 
separated regeneration area is surely the natural de-
sign, because a certain proportion of water plants re-
main at the swimming pond as per the BioNova Eco 
or Standard Building Method.  The majority of the 
water plants are then placed at a separate Regenera-
tion Area. The result is that the water quality is very 
stable even when the NSP is highly frequented and / 
or heated. The BioNova Two-Pot Building Method is 
also characterized by using overflow gutters for the 
skimming of the water surface.
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Two-pot building method

By building according to the Two-Pot Building 
Method with completely separated Regeneration 
Zone, there are no water plants at the swimming 
zone. The water is also skimmed off of the water 
surface by overflow gutters and then flows into the 
regeneration area, where it is cleaned by the water 
plants in a 100 % biological system. The clean water 
is then pumped back to the swimming area. 

More space is required for the Two-Pot Building 
Method than the One-Pot method, but therefore the 
Two-Pot capacity is greater.  That‘s the reason why 
this building method is mostly used for public pools 
for communes, hotels or campsites. The Two-Pot 
Method should also be used when customers want 
to heat their NSP or the NSP is to be built in very 
warm climates. 
To install an NSP in small gardens, the Regeneration 
Area can be partially covered with turf or a terrace. 

To view more pictures, please visit our photo gallery:
http://www.bionova.de/natural_swimming_pools_
references.htm

March 2012

www.bionova.de

BioNova 2012 ©

Newsletter



        
       

Animals at the NSP - The Kingfisher 

March 2012

His call sounds over the many 
NSPs now, because the Kingfisher 
(Alcedo atthis) feels happy and 
contented when it‘s cold and snowy 
outside. The Kingfishers populate 
Europe, Asia and some western parts 
of North Africa. Their preferred habi-
tat is all kinds of running or standing 
water, where they feed on small fishes, 
water insects, tiny crabs, or tadpoles. 
The Kingfisher is very popular in Euro-
pe: it was „Bird of the Year“ from 1973 
to 2009 in Germany, and was Bird of 
the Year in Switzerland in 2009.

Like all Kingfishers, the Alcedo atthis has 
a dumpy body with short legs and short 
tail feathers, but broad wings. Feathering 
is very colorful and glimmers from cobalt 

blue to cyan with varying light. The top of the head, the shoulders, the wings and the tail feathers are 
painted dark blue. The throat is white, while the rest of the underbelly can change with age from auburn 
to chestnut red. 

The male birds have a black bill. The bills of the female Kingfishes are black and orange. The feathering 
can also give a clue to the bird‘s sex: while the male Kingfishers are colored rather blue on the top of 
their head, the females lean towards a more green tinge. 

With a body length of 16 - 18 cm and a weight of 35 - 50 g the Kingfisher is very small. The wingspread 
of the Kingfishers adds up to about 25 cm. 

Although the Kingfishers do well in cold temperatures, they can hardly deal with long periods of 
frost. In severe winters, there can be radical decimations of the population.  When the water is 
frozen, the birds lose their basic food resource. Even at non-frozen water, there is danger from small 
water drops that may freeze in the feathers, so that they can‘t fly or they freeze on their perches. 
As the reproduction rate is very high, the population losses can be overcome within a few years. 
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BioNova Historical 
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The local health authority 
shut down the public outdoor 
chemical swimming pool of 
Rotthalmünster (Bavaria, Germany)
in 2001, because the 1936 vintage 
facility no longer met specific 
standards. 

The costs for the redevelopment esti-
mated at 600.000,00 € were too much 
for the community, but the local council 
wanted to offer the citizens a swimming 
and bathing facility. The rebuilding of the 
conventional public outdoor swimming 
pool as a public NSP was much less expen-
sive at an investment about 175.000,00 
€, and the local council decided to choose 
the biological alternative. 

The plans were first discussed heavily in public because many citizens were very sceptical about the rela-
tively unknown biological NSPs. 

Many people worried about algae and unstable water quality. Through detailed information, those res-
ponsible could allay the people‘s fears and finally 80 % of the citizens decided at a referendum that the 
chlorinated Public Swimming Pool of Rotthalmünster should be rebuilt into a Public NSP. 

Today the citizens of Rotthalmünster are very proud of their very popular 1,200 square meter-sized 
Public Natural Swimming Pool. It was even honoured with a prize by the Federal Environment Agency in 
2003. 
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