
Dear BioNova Partners &
Customers,
 

The year 2012 is nearly over. In this current 
newsletter we want to look back on the past 12 
months. In January 2013 the BioNova Newsletter will 
start into its third year of publishing - then in its usual 
layout again. 

 
2012 started with relatively warm temperatures in Middle 
Europe. The mean temperature in January was about 
6 degrees F higher than usual. In February winter came back 
with daily high temperatures about 14 degrees F. At night the 
temperatures sometimes fell down to about -13 degrees F. 
These fluctuations in temperature were surely an endurance 
test for our Natural Swimming Pools -  which they passed 
with flying colours. 

 
Although it was not possible to start working because of the weather in January, the team of the 
BioNova Global Head Office had no time to take a rest. They were busy as always and concluded a 
license agreement with the company "Blue Ivy Pools" from Bangalore, India.    
During the course of the year also other partners from Bulgaria (Pavel Pavlov, Menila ltd) and 
Egypt (Ahmed Hamada & Carmen P Keller, Archer)  decided to join the BioNova Family. 
Also our North American presence increased substantially with the addition of Jonathan and 
Melissa Riehl (John's Pools and Ponds) from Canada, Hui Ward (Om Creation Studio) from 
Oregon and recently, Troy & Jeri Becker (Ojai Pool Store) from California as new partners. 
The BioNova Head Office also welcomed Flavio Voltolini (Architettura Edilizia) as an 
additional partner in Italy. 
In Poland the license net was restructured, whereby Magdalena Hadala from Warsaw 
became the Head of BioNova Poland.  
 
By the way - for all the statisticians out there: as of December 1st, 2012 the 
BioNova Group counted 89 partner companies from 38 different countries 
on 5 continents!
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As every year also in 2012 the BioNova Global Head Office organized several meetings 
and trainings. 
 

This picture was taken at a spontaneous training 
in which Prasanna from India, Tony Lee from 
Mauritius and James & Hae Sun Robyn from North 
America, met in Munich during the summer in 2012. 
This event had to be commemorated with a picture 
outside of the classroom! You see here three partners 
from three different continents of the world - Asia, 
Africa and North America - meeting on a fourth 
continent (Europe), sitting together at a table in a 
Bavarian beer garden! 

 
 
The social highlight-event of the year was for sure the 
summer meeting in Switzerland in June 2012. Our 
local partner Hans Graf from Bollligen near Bern led 
several participants through the beautiful alpine 
landscape of his native region and cared for an 
excellent catering, too. Most importantly, the whole 
group visited many beautiful local BioNova Natural 
Swimming Pools, designed and constructed by the 
talented Herr Graf. 
 
 

Although normally a vacation month, in August the 
BioNova Team had no time for holidays, because the 
first BioNova partner training in North America took 
place in Boston at this time. The North American 
partners came together for one week to be 
trained and to discuss NSPs. Besides Rainer 
Grafinger (Head of BioNova Global) and 
James Robyn (North American Head),  
there were lectures on design and 
working with natural stone by Anthony 
Archer-Wills and Robin Templar 

Williams. 
The partners also visited the Isle of Nantucket to take a look at the first NSP 
built in the US. This natural swimming pool was designed and built by Jesse 
Dutra of Waterscapes by Jesse Dutra. The installation was so inviting 
that all of the partners went for a swim in the crystal clear water! 
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But the BioNova Global Head Office was
not only busy in acquiring and training 
partners in 2012. The team also realized 
several BioNova Projects in different regions of 
the world. 
Rainer Grafinger commuted weekly via Lufthansa 
between his office in Munich and projects in Baku 
(Azerbaijan) and Varna (Bulgaria). 

 
 
 
The project at Azerbaijan was the reconstruction of a 43,000 sf. 
private NSP with BioNova technology. 
As all work had to be done manually it took a long time and the 
reconstruction was finished only in July 2012.  For easier 
monitoring of the water quality, Grafinger installed a special web-
based electronic multisensory device for online-monitoring of the 
water parameters that Rainer can track from his laptop, no matter 
where he is in the world. The owner of the NSP was very satisfied 
with the water quality in August and September. A visibility range 
to 13 feet deep with water temperatures of over 86 degrees F is 
really a great result for a biological facility!  Rainer will be 
supporting this project again throughout 2013. 
 
 
 

In Bulgaria he equipped a 24,610 sf  NSP for a hotel 
in Obzor on the Black Sea with BioNova Technology. 
This NSP is also the first biological facility of its 
type in all of Bulgaria. The NSP provides a 
significant attraction to the hotel and 
increases its competitive position by 
providing clear, clean natural water 
swimming in its location right on the 
Black Sea. The first bathing season 
during the summer of 2012 resulted 
in a large success! 
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Our local partner in Romania also realised his first 
BioNova NSP and it turned 
out very well!   We show
here some pictures from 
right afterfinishing, whereby 
the project surely needs one 
more season until the plants 
can show their whole beauty! 

 
Though our Italian partner "Spagarden" had a really bad motorcycle accident and was immobilized for 
three months, he still could finish two projects in North Italy.  We look forward to showing you some 
pictures next year! 
 
Saša Matovic (Hidronova plus) also received his first project in his 
home country. This year he built the 
first Natural Swimming Pool in Serbia (picture on the right). More 
details and the first pictures were published previously in our 
Newsletters in August / September 2012 and on our homepage 
www.bionova.de. 
 
Under the direction of Serge Paz (Stella Maris) the local partners 
were also very busy building Natural Swimming Pools in France. 
Currently under construction at Montagny-lès-Beaune is also the 
first public NSP in France to be equipped with BioNova 
technology.
 
In Spain BioNova is represented by the local company Termainox. We see a huge potential in this 
market in the next years. 
 
2012 was also a very good year for our Austrian partner. Herrmann Kratzwald (Teuffenbach). 
Herrmann was assailed with requests for BioNova Natural Pools and he realised many beautiful 
and interesting projects. 
 
Our BioNova Partners in Switzerland also had lots of work. The local partners built 
many NSPs and we see the BioNova trend increasing there also in the next year. 
 
In Germany, Partners from the North to the South were busy building BioNova 
installations. Altogether business went well and we can all look back contentedly 
on the past 12 months.  
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In many other BioNova Partner Countries the partners were working hard on request 
handling and building NSPs. Most of these projects are currently under construction so we 
can't show you any pictures at the moment, but we will be presenting you some of these 
projects in the next year, for example the NSP at Goa (India) which is being built by our local 
partner at the moment, will be an interesting installation.
 
 

We're happy to inform you that - despite the bad 
economy for the last few years - our North American 
Partners were able to realize three private BioNova 
installations. In addition BioNova North America landed 
the contract to do the design/build and construction 
consulting for the first Public NSP in the USA. This 40,000 sf 
installation will be in the City of Minneapolis.  Construction 
will start in the spring of 2013.  
BioNova North America is also on board to do the first public 
natural pool in Canada for the City of Edmonton - 
construction for this pool to start in 2014.

 
 
As you can see there's always lots going on in BioNova World. We say that BioNova never sleeps. We are 
there for you! All around the clock - all around the world! 
 
We hope you enjoyed our monthly newsletters in 2012 and you will continue reading in 2013.
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2013 for you, your employees, your families and friends! 
 
The team of the BioNova Global Head Office
 
Rainer Grafinger, Christine Schoeck, Andrea Enseleit, Jusuf & Stephanie Rifatov
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