
Dear BioNova® Partners &
Customers,

The time has come again! 
September 22nd marks the beginning 
of autumn and in Europe there are only 
a few weeks left before the first snow 
falls. With temperatures falling, owners 
of Natural Swimming Pools (NSPs) should 
use the remaining warm sunny days to get 
their pools ready for winter. Fall maintenance 
isn't too much work. In fact, it's a joy to work 
outside surrounded by the beautifully colored
foliage! We'll discuss fall maintenance for NSPs 
later in this Newsletter. 

 
Even though it is late in the swimming season, 
many people are still using their NSPs, most of 
them enjoying a chemical-free dip in the water

 after taking a sauna. We will feature an NSP with
such a sauna in our September Newsletter.
 
For our BioNova® Project of the Month, we proudly present a very natural looking NSP located in 
Strasbourg, France. 
 
Last but not least, for the History portion of this month's Newsletter we will feature a BioNova® NSP
which has been in use for several years in the town of Kassel, Germany. For those of you who are 
skeptical about biological filtration for swimming pools, after reading about this project you will 
likely think differently about BioNova® NSPs. A safe, healthy, and chemical-free swimming 
experience is entirely possible!
 
 
Enjoy reading!
 
Rainer Grafinger, Christine Schoeck, 
Andrea Enseleit, Stephanie & Jusuf Rifatov
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Project of the Month
 

The BioNova® Project of the Month 
for September is located in Stras-
bourg, France. This naturally designed 
one-pot NSP is built in the BioNova® 
“Eco” building method. The swimming 
area and regeneration zone are contained 
within the same basin. In this example, the 
swimming area is unplanted and is 
separated from the regeneration zone by a 
submerged natural stone wall. Within the 
regeneration zone, carefully selected aquatic 
plants and beneficial microbes clarify and 
purify the bathing water. The owners of this 
NSP in Strasbourg enjoy bathing in their 
chemical-free, geometrically shaped swimming 
area surrounded by the beauty of Nature. Now 

that’s real luxury!
 
In contrast to the BioNova® “Standard” building method - another method for the construction of one-
pot NSPs - surface water is not removed by overflow gutters in a BioNova® “Eco” NSP, but by specially 
designed skimmers instead.  To ensure good water quality in this 70 square meter (750 sq ft) NSP, two 
skimmers are installed in the regeneration zone. 
 
When you use skimmers it is very important to place them in the right locations. To find the perfect 
location for the skimmers, the BioNova® Experts have to take into account several external factors. If 
the skimmers remove too little water, then too little water will return to the regeneration zone. 
Consequentially, the NSP will become cloudy or full of algae.
 
You see, it is often only small details that make the difference between a good working NSP 
and a Natural Swimming Pool with poor water quality. You should always hire an expert 
to plan and build your NSP if you really want to enjoy optimal conditions for 
swimming and bathing. Of course, BioNova® Partner Alain Merlet did everything 
right when designing and building this NSP. Everyone can recognize this by 
observing the crystal clear water!
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Upcoming events
 
 
 
 
 

World Aquatic Health Conference - Oct 16-17, 2013 - Indianapolis, IN, USA
James Robyn and Dr. Lisa Brooks will be speaking at the World Aquatic Health Conference in Indianapolis on October 
16-17. They will conduct a four-hour seminar on Natural Swimming Pools under the auspices of the Genesis 3 Design 
Group to the scientific community and a quick one-hour seminar to other Conference attendees the following day.

Aquanale - Oct 22-25, 2013 - Cologne, Germany
BioNova® will be represented at the Aquanale International Trade Fair in Cologne. Come see us in 
Hall 10.1. We look forward to seeing you there!

7th International Congress of Natural Bathing Water - Oct 23-25, 2013 - Bregenz, Austria
The 7th International Congress of Natural Bathing Water and Trade Fair is organized under the patronage of the IOB by the 
Austrian Association of Swimming Pond Builders this year. It is dedicated to quality and quality control in Swimming Pond 
Construction. Please email info@bionova.de for more information.

 
 
 

International Pool|Spa|Patio Expo - Nov 12-14, 2013 - Las Vegas, NV, USA
Our US Partners, BioNova® Natural Pools, will exhibit and speak at this important annual event. They will 

have a booth in the Genesis 3 Pavilion and give a presentation on Natural Swimming Pools. For more information, please 
contact alan@bionovanaturalpools.com.

ASLA Annual Meeting and Expo - Nov 16-17, 2013 - Boston, MA, USA
BioNova® Natural Pools will once again exhibit at the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) Annual Meeting
and Expo. This year the Expo is in Boston, MA. Come see our US Partners at booth #1455. For more information, please 
contact alan@bionovanaturalpools.com.

Greenbuild Expo 2013 - Nov 20-21, 2013 - Philadelphia, PA, USA
BioNova® will have two booths at the Greenbuild Expo 2013 in Philadelphia, PA. Our US Partners will be at 
booth #725 and BioNova® Global will be in the Bavarian pavilion at booth #3421. For more information, 
please contact alan@bionovanaturalpools.com.
 
 

Canadian Pool & Spa Conference and Expo - Dec 4-5, 2013 - 
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada

BioNova® Natural Pools will be present at this exhibition in Niagara Falls. You can find 
us at booth #827. For more information about the event please visit: www.poolandspaexpo.ca.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October
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Maintenance of Natural Swimming Pools in Autumn
 

Autumn is here and the leaves are 
falling from the trees. Some NSP 
owners may wonder if they really have 
to remove the leaves from their NSP. 
Although this can be tough work, leaves 
should never be left to rot in the water 
because they will create sediment on the 
pool floor. This would lead to a surplus of 
nutrients and, consequently, to the growth 
of algae in the spring. The water surface and 
pool bottom must be cleaned regularly in 
autumn. A smart solution for this problem is to 
put a net over the NSP so the leaves can‘t get 

into the water and can also be easily removed. But 
be careful, the net must be removed before the first snowfall or before the NSP begins to freeze.
 
It‘s also time to cut back the water plants. They should be cut a few inches above the water surface. 
You should also remove all yellowed and dead leaves from the water lilies and other plants. Take care 
to remove all debris so it doesn’t sink to the bottom and create sediment.
 
The pumps, plumbing, and mechanicl equipment will endure winter without any problems so long as 
they are drained completely in order to avoid frost damage. When doing this, please remember to 
first cut off the electricity to the pump. Then, close all ball valves and open the drain plugs. One of 
the plugs is located in the pump housing near the motor, another one is in the pump body. Some 
pools are set up so the plumbing can drain by gravity, others require an air compressor to blow 
out the lines. Now the pumps are winterized.
 
If you have any further questions concerning the maintenance of natural swimming 
pools in autumn, please contact the BioNova® Global Head Office or your local 
BioNova® Dealer Partner.
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www.youtube.com/watch?v=oH_I5C4bbnE
http://www.voda2000.by
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Autumn Time – Sauna Time!
 

Now that the temperatures are 
falling and the days are getting 
shorter, it’s sauna time again! When 
it’s cold and drizzly outside, the sauna is 
the perfect place to sit, relax, and enjoy 
the heat. The warm steam loosens 
muscles, and it’s scientifically proven that 

the body produces more endorphins 
in the sauna. Your body experiences 
a feeling of well-being, just like it 
does when you are eating chocolate 
orexercising. Taking a sauna makes 
you feel good and helps to relax your 

mind. Last but not least, a regular 
visit to the sauna also strengthens your 

body’s immune system and helps you avoid 
colds.

 
The heat also enlarges the pores in your skin will absorb nutrients better. Women like to use this 
added benefit and apply special moisturizing masks on their hair or face when they go to the sauna. 
You can also assume that when your pores are enlarged your skin absorbs chemicals and pollutants 
better, so in our opinion a biologically cleaned NSP is much better for your body than a chemically 
treated swimming pool.
 
BioNova® Partner Werner Hocke has built such a biological wellness facility and sauna at a 
private garden in Herold, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany. The core of the garden is the 
BioNova® NSP. The rectangular swimming basin has a broad stairway at the entrance and is 
perfect for swimming and bathing during the summer. The regeneration zone flanks the 
swimming basin on two sides, 
and a separation wall 
prevents aquatic plants from 
growing into the swimming 
area.
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The small garden sauna is close to the NSP so the owners 
can refresh their bodies in the chemical-free water after 
sweating in the hot sauna. Additionally, the pool and sauna 
are complemented by an outdoor shower.

 
Because of the natural stone wall, the owners can feel a sense of 
privacy when they use the NSP or lounge around their beautiful 

terrace. A large canopy ensures additional privacy and provides 
shade. In the evenings, the automated lighting system gives the space a cozy mood and also ensures 
safety and security around the NSP.
 
The owners of this beautiful biological 
home sauna paradise are looking 
forward to autumn and to many 
enjoyable times in their sauna and 
BioNova® NSP!
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BioNova® History
 

This classy BioNova® “Standard” NSP was 
completed in 2005. It was built by our German
Partner Niklas Sobotta and is located in the 
Hessian town of Kassel, Germany.

 
The NSP was placed directly in front of the house. 
The house has large windows that provide a 
panoramic view of the pool and landscape. The view 
is fascinating – both from the inside and the outside. 
Even now in autumn it is very interesting and relaxing 
to sit on one of the sofas inside the house and gaze out 
upon the changing landscape and colorful foliage.

 
The 110 square meter (1,184 sq ft) BioNova® NSP is perfect for swimming and bathing in the summer. 
The terrace which is located directly in front of the living room is used as a sun deck and an entrance 
into the NSP. You can jump right into the NSP from the edge of the terrace.
 
The owners don’t have to drive to the gym or to their local health facility if they want to refresh and 
cool off after work. They can enjoy a peaceful and private swimming experience right in their own yard! 
The owners may have been able to achieve the same level of privacy by building a conventional 
swimming pool, but they certainly would have missed out on the charming luxury of a chemical-free 
and ecologically harmonious Natural Swimming Pool!


