
Dear BioNova® Partners &
Customers,
 

Time flies! It's already April and many people are 
planning their summer holidays. If you want to 
enjoy the summer at a chemical-free BioNova® 
Natural Swimming Pool, we would like to suggest 
some interesting destinations. Not only does 
BioNova® help residential clients build NSPs, we also help 
with the planning, design, and construction of public NSPs 
for hotels, camp sites, and other commercial facilities. In 
this month’s newsletter, we would like to present several 
public BioNova® NSP projects from around the world.

 
The BioNova® Project of the Month is a Natural Swimming 
Pool at a holiday camp in Italy. Rainer Grafinger, BioNova® 
Global CEO, and his kids tested this facility at Villa Castelli a 

few years ago and they had a really great time there!

 
We would also like to introduce a BioNova® Partner from France, a wonderful vacation country. The 
BioNova® NSPs built by Jean-Louis Meunier fit perfectly into the beautiful landscape.

 
In addition, we will present some other possible destinations for your summer vacation where you 
can enjoy the luxury of a chemical-free swimming and bathing experience.

 
Think an NSP is only for swimming? This newsletter will convince you otherwise, because 
we will show you the many possibilities to bring more action, fun, and wellness to 
your Natural Swimming Pool!
 
Enjoy reading! Your Global Head Office Team,
 
Rainer Grafinger, Christine Schoeck, 
Andrea Enseleit, Stephanie & Jusuf Rifatov
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Project of the Month
 

At the picturesque, South Italian 
village of Villa Castelli lies the holiday
camp Masseria Sciaiani Piccola. 
Surrounded by fruit farms and olive 
orchards, the camp consists of a main house, 
several guest houses, a sports area, and a 
tavern. The guest houses are built in a typical 
regional style which the locals call "trulli". (See 
picture below).  

 
The combination of the beautiful Italian land-
scape and the rustic ambience make this holiday 
camp a perfect destination for all those who want 
to escape their daily routine.

 
Since a chemical swimming pool wouldn't have fit into the ecologically sensitive concept for the camp, 
the owners decided to build an NSP. In spring 2007, BioNova® got the contract to build a 500 square 
meter (5,400 sq ft) biologically filtered Natural Swimming Pool. There's plenty of space for chemical-free 
bathing fun - without red eyes or itching skin.
 
The swimming pool basin has concrete walls and is sealed with liner. Depending on the season, the 
water can be up to 30°C (86°F) warm. The high temperatures are not a problem. The water quality is 
stable because BioNova® chose special aquatic plants for the regeneration zone that are suited to 
warmer climate zones.
 
Rainer Grafinger, BioNova® Global CEO, already tested this holiday camp with his kids a few years 
ago. Their conclusion: highly recommended! If you love nature and good food you will have a 
great time there. It's perfect for all those who are looking for relaxation and recreation.
For more information, please visit www.sciaiani.it
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BioNova® Family
 

The BioNova® Partner Company we 
want to feature this month draws on 
three generations of knowledge and 
experience in gardening and landscaping. 
Founded in 1924, the French company 
Meunier Espaces Vert consists of 18 
professionals and combines a pure love of 
nature with many years of experience, 
creativity, and avant-gardism. 

 
The goal of the company is to realize original, 
innovative projects that fit into the local land-
scape, and they're always looking for the latest 

trends and innovations. The Staff has an enormous 
amount of knowledge about vegetation that is native to the French coast. The company’s Manager, 
Jean-Louis Meunier, appreciates kindness, dependability, and the quick realization of their clients’ orders.
 
BioNova® NSPs fit perfectly into the company's philosophy, so Jean-Louis Meunier decided to join the 
BioNova® Family a few years ago. Since then they have completed some really nice BioNova® projects, 
including this one at Beaussais. Pictured here, the 110 square meter (1,200 sq ft) BioNova® NSP was 
finished in 2010.
 
Please visit their company’s webpage to find more information and pictures: 
www.meunier-espaces-verts.com
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Upcoming Events
 
 
 

Information About NSPs - April 1, 2013 - Binningen, Switzerland 
As in past years, our Swiss BioNova® Partner Heinz Gutjahr (VIVA Gartenbau AG) invites you to this event on 
April 1, 2013. Anyone who has questions about maintenance or building NSPs is welcome to attend! If you need further 
information, please contact mail@viva-gartenbau.ch
 
South East Europe Belgrade Building Expo 2013 (SEEBBE) - April 16-20, 2013 - Belgrade, Serbia
The Serbian BioNova® Partner Company Hidronova Plus will present information about BioNova® NSPs at this fair in 
Belgrade. For more information, please contact smatovic@hidronovaplus.rs
 
Conejo Valley Home Show - April 20-21, 2013 - Westlake Village, California, USA
California BioNova® Partners Troy & Jeri Becker and Laurence Nicklin will inform all interested parties about BioNova® NSPs at 
this event in the beautiful Sunshine State of California. The Conejo Valley Home Show will take place at the Westlake Hyatt, 
880 S. Westlake Blvd, Westlake Village, CA 91361, USA.
 
One Day Seminar - April 27, 2013 - Atlanta, Georgia, USA
The date for the next BioNova® OneDaySeminar on Natural Swimming Pools has been confirmed! It will be held in Atlanta, GA, 
on Saturday, April 27. You can find more information here: http://www.bionovanaturalpools.com/.
 
Please don't hesitate to contact info@bionovanaturalpools.com if you have any further questions.
 
 
 
 

Open House - May 03, 2013 - Wickrange, Luxembourg 
BioNova® Partner René Weisen invites all interested people to his Open House on May 3, 2013. For more information 
please contact weisenre@pt.lu
 
 
 

BioNova® Summer Meeting 2013 - June 18-20, 2013 - Metropolitan area 
near Bocholt, Germany

The BioNova® Global Head Office invites all Partners to come to the annual BioNova® Summer Meeting 
in June, 2013. On the agenda for this year’s Summer Meeting are activities including visiting some 
BioNova® NSPs built by the local BioNova® Partner Gartenpartner Bitters, and interesting lectures 
about limnology and fertilizing aquatic plants. In addition, the local BioNova® Partners Konrad and 
Andrea Bitters invite all BioNova® Partners to a barbecue on Wednesday evening.
 
We hope to welcome many of our BioNova® Partners at this meeting in June! The invitations
were sent out by email to all BioNova® Partners - please remember to RSVP by the end 
of April!
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BioNova® at the fair in Kiev….. 
 

The Ukrainian BioNova® Partner Company Homepark 
presented information about BioNova® NSPs at a fair in 
Kiev, Ukraine at the end of March. This will be the third 
BioNova® NSP in the Ukraine, and even though it is 
currently under construction, natural swimming facilities are 
widely unknown over there. This is why attendance at fairs 
and trade shows is so important. It's a good opportunity to

 inform people about the advantages of all-natural swimming 
and bathing versus swimming in chemically sanitized water.

 
 

….. and in Belgrade
 
 
 
 

Saša Matoviç, manager of the Serbian BioNova® Partner Company 
Hidronova Plus, represented BioNova® at the Horticulture Fair in 
Belgrade, Serbia. He is a pioneer in his country, and we are sure 
he will succeed and delight his fellow countrymen with BioNova® 
NSPs.

 
 
 
Need more information about the BioNova® Group? Please visit www.bionova.de (German and 
English), www.bionovanaturalpools.com (North America) or www.bionova.fr (French).
 
Please follow us on Facebook! We keep all our followers informed about the latest BioNova® 
news and activities. You can also find lots of pictures of current BioNova® NSP projects and 
links to interesting videos or articles about BioNova® NSPs.
 
We are also happy to send you a free copy of our BioNova® brochure - no 
commitment is required. Please contact the BioNova® Global Head Office to request 
a copy! (Email: info@bionova.de)
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On holiday with BioNova®
 

For most of us, a summer holiday without swimming 
is almost inconceivable. Hotels can hardly get by 
without a swimming pool, even if they are located near 
a lake or the ocean.

 
For many years, chemical swimming pools were the only 
alternative to natural bathing waters for hotels, resorts, or 
campgrounds. Over the years, BioNova® NSPs have become a 
viable and highly sought-after alternative to traditional 
swimming pools at these facilities.

 
Everyone benefits from an all-natural swimming experience. 
Guests enjoy swimming in chemical-free, soft and crystal-clear 
water, while the pool operators save money in operational costs! 
There is no need to dump hazardous, expensive chemicals into 

the water - this helps saves money and the environment! The 
water in a Natural Swimming Pool flows in a closed-loop circuit which reduces the costs for freshwater 
and the environmental impact of wastewater as well.
 
The ecologically balanced system also manages high environmental stress, a large number of swimmers 
or a long period of time with high temperatures, for example.
 
Just like at a chlorinated pool, you can have water slides, diving platforms, play structures, massage 
nozzles, etc. to make it more fun and inviting!
 
Another great benefit of BioNova® NSPs is that they can still be used in the winter! As soon as the 
NSP is frozen over, you can use it for ice skating, hockey, or curling.
 
The beautiful water plants in the regeneration zone make Natural Swimming Pools a visual 
delight throughout the year. This is a big advantage - NSPs are both a swimming pool 
and a water garden, and they allow Mother Nature's beauty to be fully appreciated 
over the changing seasons.
 
We would like to present several wonderful holiday destinations which are enriched 
by a BioNova® NSP. You may be surprised by the many different types of facilities 
and the variety of activities they offer! 
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A Natural Swimming Pool for a French hotel with historical ambience 

In the Dordogne area of France you can find the hotel 
Domaine du Fraysse. The hotel is surrounded by a 
beautiful natural landscape. Some of the buildings date 
back to the 15th century. They were fully restored with lots 
of attention to detail. It's an environemtnally sensitive hotel, 
self-described as a "bio-hotel with high environmental quality". 
It's not surprising that the hotel manager decided to build an 
NSP for his guests instead of a chlorinated swimming pool. 
In 2004, BioNova® Partner Niklas Sobotta got the contract to build 

a 250 square meter (2,700 sq ft) NSP. It was built according to the 
BioNova® Multi-Chamber building method.
The facility blends perfectly into the surrounding landscape. It looks like a small, private lake with
 crystal clear water. The swimming area is gently sloped so that families with small children can enjoy 
the NSP safely. The NSP also has a large man-made beach, a 3 meter deep area and a jumping rock. 
 
 
A BioNova® NSP that has received multiple honors

We have mentioned the NSP at Hotel Christiane in Runding, Bavaria, 
Germany many times in previous BioNova® Newsletters. This facility 
was honored in 2007 with the Bavarian EON Environmental Prize 
which included a cash prize of 20,000 €. In 2011 and 2012, Hotel 
Christiane won the Holly prize which is awarded to the 100 best 
consumer reviewed hotels out of the 10,000 that are registered with 
TUI, a company dedicated to improving service and quality within 
the hospitality industry.

 
 

All-natural swimming with a breath taking view

In France, 600 meters above sea level, lies the camping 
village Le bout du monde. It's nestled within the 
regional natural preserve of Haut-Languedoc. 
In 2008, German BioNova® Partner Niklas Sobotta 
built a beautiful NSP there in cooperation with 
our BioNova® Partners from France.
The multi-chamber NSP has a swimming area 
of about 480 square meters (5,200 sq ft), 
and the regeneration zone is about 

320 square meters (3,500 sq ft)
For more information about Le bout du monde, please visit: 
www.leboutdumonde.fr
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An elegant NSP for a luxury hotel

The buildings of the luxury hotel Château de Germigney 
at Port-Lesney, France date back to the 1700s. They were 
restored by the Swiss interior architect Roland. Roger Bernet 
from Switzerland, who is well known for his extraordinary 
ideas, also played an active role as project developer. It was he
who decided to bring the BioNova® Team on board to build an 
NSP in the large, 3 hectare park that belongs to the hotel.
The centerpiece of the facility is a 105 square meter (1,100 sq ft) 
concrete pool. The swimming area is 1.35 meters deep (4.5 ft). The 

walls are covered with Jurassic limestone. This natural stone is locally 
sourced and quite typical for the region. There are several overflow gutters along the 15 meter (50 ft) 
long pool. The regeneration zone is located adjacent to the swimming area, so there is a seamless 
transition from the formal, architectural parts of the pool to the planted water garden.
 
BioNova® ornamental pools - relaxing with Nature

The hotel chain, Paloma Hotels, has built several high quality hotels in 
Turkey, and a few years ago they built another luxury resort in Özdere 
(near Izmir).
Rainer Grafinger (BioNova® Global CEO) supported the Turkish 
BioNova® Partner Biohavuz from Istanbul, to embellish the outdoor 
facility of the five star Paloma Pasha Resort Hotel with two 
biologically filtered ornamental ponds.
The two ponds are about 365 square meters (4,000 sq ft) and 235 
square meters (2,500 sq ft). They are framed by wooden decks and 

paths paved with natural stones, which lead the hotel guests from
the pools to their rooms. A wooden bridge was constructed over one of the ponds.
Since the ponds are only ornamental, the BioNova® Team decided to include a variety of under-
water plants, different kinds of sea lilies for example. This makes the pond more decorative. The 
planted areas, where the biological regeneration of the water takes place, are separated by 
natural stone walls. As it was the first BioNova® Project in Turkey, the BioNova® experts had 
to choose special aquatic plants for this facility. Rainer Grafinger travelled to Turkey to 
visit a local water gardener, and together with the Turkish BioNova® Partner 
Ümit Düzgün (Manager of Biohavuz) they chose the appropriate plants for the ponds.
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Enjoy a holiday with all your senses

In the picturesque landscape of the Austrian mountains 
lies the hotel Art-Lodge. At this beautiful hotel, you can 
enjoy your holiday by experiencing it with all your senses. 
The property is in Verditz at about 1,058 meters (3,500 ft) 
above sea level and is about 16,000 square meters large 
(4 acres). It's vegetated with fruit trees and lush meadows.
The hotel itself is located in the 300 year old buildings of the 
"Rohrerhof". The main house was renovated and modernized

 carefully.  The barn that was previously used as a stable was 
converted into a comfortable guest house. 

The BioNova® NSP is surrounded by a wooden deck and sunny patio where you can enjoy a great view 
of the Austrian landscape and an historical building that was rebuilt into a wellness center. 
The BioNova® NSP was built by the Austrian BioNova® Partner Company Teuffenbach and is about 
110 square meters (1,200 sq ft).
For more information please visit: www.art-lodge.com
 
 
 
 

Boredom at the NSP - Surely not!
 
Do you expect more from an NSP than just swimming? Want more action? More activities? 
Or maybe you are interested in health and wellness installations? Here you are! 
The regeneration zone of BioNova® NSPs can be either partially or completely separate from 
the swimming area so that swimmers do not disturb the water plants. As a result, you can install 
all the attractions that you would typically find at a chlorinated swimming pool in a BioNova® NSP 
without problems. Here are some examples of the many possibilities you have to make also your 
NSP more attractive and more fun! 
 

Diving Rock / Diving Platform
A diving rock is a very common attraction at Natural Swimming 
Pools, mainly because the natural stone appearance blends very 
well into the NSP landscape. You can have a jump platform with 
multiple heights. It is also possible to install a traditional diving 
platform made out of stainless steel.
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Swim Lanes with Starting Blocks
You can also do professional swim training and competitive events in a 
NaturalSwimming Pool. It's possible to install swim lanes and starting blocks 
without any problem. 

 
 

Climbing Wall
Climbing walls are gaining popularity these days. They're mostly made out of 
acrylic materials and can be sculpted in many shapes and sizes. It's great fun for all. 
Childrenand teens like to climb up the wall and then jump back into the water.

 
 

Slides
A water slide is a must-have if you want to bring more fun and action to  your NSP. 
It doesn't matter if they are made out of plastic or stainless steel - you can install any 
kind of water slide at your NSP. Just ask your BioNova® Partner about it. There are 
many different styles of water slides available.

 
 

Play Structures
Aquatic facilities can offer a fun play area for the whole family complete with structures 
to climb, swing, and jump on. Children love to play on structures that have spouting 
water and bright colors like fountains,giant frogs, gators, or splash pads!

 
 

Playing Creek
Everyone loves to play in the water, especially children, and a playing creek is a 
good and safe alternative for young children to experience an NSP. Parents also 
appreciate such a feature because it's easy to supervise and easy to convince 
children to take a break from swimming and enjoy the water elsewhere. 

 
Rope Swing
A rope swing provides great fun for kids and teens. It is installed at 
the edge of the NSP, and the kids can swing over the pool and 
splash down in the water. This is not dangerous at all as long as 
an expert has installed the rope swing and the safety rules are 
made clear. 
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Grotto
Those who search for relaxation in a quiet place will love the grotto - an 
artificial cave. The entrance is often veiled by a small waterfall. People can 
relax there, screened from the high energy and excitement around the rest 
of the pool. There are often massage nozzles and lighting systems in there. 
A Grotto is a good element for your NSP if you want to balance the needs 
of bathers who want to have fun and those who are just looking to relax.

 
Swim-in-place Current 
A swim-in-place current is a great way to exercise and train, and it is especially 
appealing for those who have relatively small NSPs. Why swim laps when you can 
swim in place?

 
 
 

Massage Nozzles 
Last but not least, NSPs can include massage nozzles. There are many different kinds of 
nozzles and waterfall showers available. If you want to bring more health, wellness, and 
relaxation to your NSP, these nozzles are perfect for you. You can also combine different 
kinds of nozzles to achieve just the right effect - just ask your local BioNova® expert 
about it!

 
You can see that a BioNova® NSP is more than just a place to swim. An NSP can be designed to meet 
your wildest dreams and expectations - it can become a temple of wellness, a place for fun, and a 
beautiful water garden all at the same time. Please don't hesitate to tell your local BioNova® Partner
all of your ideas for the NSP; they will be happy to help!
 
For those of you who may be thinking about building a Natural Swimming Pool on your own, please 
remember that a Natural Swimming Pool is a balanced wetlands ecosystem based on the 
principles of limnology, hydraulics, hydroponics, and modern pool construction methods. 
Although you might be interested in building your own natural pond, for the end product to 
have the ecological stability to be a long term success, all of these principles must be 
carefully incorporated. It is therefore far more complex to design and build an NSP 
than it is to build a traditional, chemically-treated swimming pool. BioNova® 
recommends working with experienced professionals to build an NSP that provides 
optimal water clarity, quality, and bather enjoyment. 
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BioNova® History 
We would like to tell you about another 
BioNova® Natural Swimming Pool at a hotel 
in Austria. The pictures show the NSP at Hotel 
Dalnig in Bad Kleinkirchheim, Austria. 
The 220 square meter (2,400 sq ft) NSP was built

 in 2004 by BioNova® Partner Herrmann Kratzwald 
from Austria, a specialist in natural swimming 
ponds, biotopes, and public NSPs. He also works 
as a judge for the court. The NSP is built in the 
multi-chamber method, which means the 
regeneration zone and the swimming area are 
completely separated from each other.

 
There is something special about this NSP: it was the 

first BioNova® Natural Swimming Pool to use solar energy to heat the pool water. The solar panels (about 
40 square meters, 430 sq ft) were installed on the roof of the hotel’s outhouse. This solar thermal array 
not only provides the NSP with warm water, but it also provides warm water and heat for the guests in 
the hotel. With the extra heat, it is now possible to swim comfortably in the 2.2 meter deep (7.5 ft) NSP 
from May through September. The water temperature averages about 20°C (68°F).
 
The facility is controlled with a computer at the hotel reception desk. All values that are measured by the 
sensors outside can be controlled from this computer station. The control system can be optimized 
depending on the needs, even allowing warm water to be on hand in the very early morning. Remote 
servicing of the pool is also possible.
 
The Hotel Manager is very happy because the extra investment in optimized computer controls and 
solar thermal has proven worthwhile. Energy costs have exploded in recent years. He saves lots of 
money because the NSP is chemical-free and solar heated, and at the same time he offers his 
guests the luxury of swimming and bathing in warm, all-natural water. The NSP also won the 
third place prize at the Energy Conscious Carinthia contest organized by the State of 
Carinthia.
 
This facility is proof that solar heating of bathing water is also possible at BioNova® 
NSPs. If you need further information about this topic, please feel free to contact the 
BioNova® Global Head Office in Munich or your local BioNova® Partner!
 
 
 
 


